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By Olivia Sharp, President BTCNJ

It's been one of those winters where the idea of
riding has shown up more often than the
reality. Between cold snaps, snow, wind, and
the occasional promising forecast that quickly
changes its mind, getting out on the bike hasn't
exactly been a sure thing—in fact, it's mostly
been not a thing. Many of us have found
ourselves checking the weather more than our
tire pressure, hoping for a window that feels
less like a dare and more like an actual ride.
Even the most optimistic forecast seems to
have a hidden sense of humor. While there
have been a few decent days here and there,
this winter has largely reminded us that
sometimes the smartest move is knowing when
to wait it out. The good news? The days are
getting longer, which feels like progress.

While riding isn't always an option, staying
connected still is. One thing that's become
especially clear this winter is that the club
doesn’t stop just because the bikes do. Looking
for a way to stay in touch during the
off-season? Enter Beyond the Bike, a
member-created WhatsApp group for exactly
these in-between months. Maybe you’re more
inclined to hike than brave icy roads. Maybe
skiing is your winter outlet. Or maybe you're
just looking for an easy way to stay connected
until riding is back on the calendar. Beyond the
Bike is a simple, low-pressure way to connect
with  fellow members for hikes or
skiing—whatever “connected” looks like to you.
More details, including how to join, can be
found inside this MasterLink.

February brings our Year in Review, a chance to
look back at what you accomplished over the
past year—from favorite rides to the unexpected
moments that made you laugh (or grunt), it's all
part of the story. It's an opportunity to reflect,
reconnect, and appreciate the collective effort
that keeps things moving forward. Looking
ahead to March, we'll be hosting a Route
Planning webinar presented by Dylan from Ride
with GPS. He will walk us through route planning
fundamentals all the way to more advanced
planning and editing tools, designed for all
abilities and comfort levels. This session will be
especially helpful as we start thinking about
spring riding. Whether you're new to route
planning or just want to sharpen your skills, it's a
great way to get more comfortable with the tools
that support our rides.

While winter may have slowed us down on the
road, it hasn’t slowed the rhythm of the club.
These colder months are a reminder that BTCN]J
is about more than just miles logged—it's about
staying connected, supporting one another, and
finding ways to keep moving, even when
conditions aren't ideal. As we inch closer to
longer days and more cooperative weather, this
is a good time to stay engaged, try something
new, and get ready for what's ahead. Spring will
be here soon enough, and when it is, we'll be
ready.



The 48th BTCNJ Anniversary Party

AKA The Bike Prom

On a cold and dark night in January, intrepid BTCNJ members braved the winter chill—not for a
ride, but for our annual Anniversary Party!

The Indian Trail Club was alive with laughter, stories of rides past, and plenty of camaraderie as
we celebrated another year of our incredible cycling community. The night was made even more
lively thanks to band FanFare, whose music kept the energy high and had plenty of people on
their feet (a nice break from the saddle).

A huge thank you to our 2025 Special Events Chair, Janine Cheresnick, without whom there would
be no party at all—your leadership and dedication made this celebration possible!

Our thanks also go to our volunteers who kept everything running smoothly: Joyce Haddad,
Sharon Hurwich, Kathy Friedman, Donna Patronick, Laura Haftek, Marc Soloff, and Cal Feingold.
Your efforts truly kept the gears turning behind the scenes!

And of course, thank you to all who attended—you made the party a success simply by doing
what you do best: having fun, sharing laughs, and celebrating the BTCN] spirit. Great people, great
music, lots of laughs, and a perfect reminder of why this club is so much more than just the rides.
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The 48th BTCNJ Anniversary Party

More Photos
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Mother Nature, 2,000 rides were absolutely within reach.

Our goal for 2026 is clear: 2,000 rides. We did see a dip in our B* and higher categories, and we'd like to
get those levels back on track.

Tell us what tools, support, or resources you need as Ride Leaders to help make this happen. Let’s build a
2026 schedule that's full, strong, and rolling at every level.

Ride leaders who earn fifteen points or more will receive an email in the next week or so to choose their
reward. As a reminder, here are the rewards available for the 2025 season.

15-29 Points

Select one of the following four rewards:

Ride Leader Jersey

Ramapo Rally (Single Entry)

BTCNJ 1-Year Membership Renewal (Single Member)

BTCNJ 6-Month Membership Renewal (Family)

30-44 Points

Select two of the following six rewards:

Ride Leader Jersey

Ramapo Rally (Single Entry)

BTCNJ 1-Year Membership Renewal (Single Member)

BTCNJ 1-Year Membership Renewal (Single Member)

BTCNJ 6-Month Membership Renewal (Family)

BTCN) 6-Month Membership Renewal (Family)

45 Points or More

Select one of the following five rewards:

Ride Leader Jersey and matching shorts/bibs (Full Kit)

Ride Leader Jersey, BTCN] 1-Year Membership Renewal (Single Member), and Ramapo Rally (Single Entry)
Ride Leader Jersey and BTCN]J 1-Year Membership Renewal (Family)

BTCNJ 2-Year Membership Renewal (Single Member) and Ramapo Rally (Single)
BTCNJ 1-Year Membership Renewal (Family) and Ramapo Rally (Single Entry)

Note: BTCNJ 2-Year Renewal can only be selected once ever two years.



Presenting the New BTCN]J Kits (Jerseys, Shorts, and Bibs)

Get ready to ride in style! We're thrilled to unveil two amazing new jersey designs:
Blue Smoke, crafted with the help of a professional designer, and The Wave,
designed by our very own Lori Loebelsohn with ideas and feedback from many club
members. Both capture the energy, creativity, and passion of our community. The RL
Jersey selection process is underway, and very soon the Club Shop will open so you
can grab yours and hit the road in our new designs!

Club Members can purchase the same Jersey, Bib, or Shorts that the Ride Leaders get
rewarded with, but without "Ride Leader 2025" on the Jersey.

Having Members able to get the same Jersey as Ride Leaders will allow us to go on the
road and show our BTCN]J pride. It also looks cool and makes for great group photos
when we are all in matching Jerseys.

Once the Jersey, Bib, and Shorts are available for purchase, we will send out a link to
the membership and put the information on our home page.

The Wave Blue Smoke

BTCNJ25-R3-WC

==The WAVE
S 02m

Hie Lisnser dersey 2008
Lovi Leebalsche
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CLUB EVENT CALENDAR

Year in Review

Thursday, February 12, 2026
Ridgewood Public Library,
Ridgewood NJ

Come relive the best moments of the year with
your BTCNJ community! From epic climbs to
coffee stops, big group rides to scenic miles,
we'll revisit the highlights that made 2025 a
standout season — every mile ridden, every new
friendship formed, and every moment that
made the year unforgettable, all because of you.
We'll look back at the rides that defined the
season, highlight your favorite photos, celebrate
the spirit you bring to our club, and connect with
fellow riders as we look ahead to even more
adventures.

Winners for best photos will be announced after
the video.

Save the Date: March 12, 7:00 pm. BTCNJ General Meeting
ROUTE PLANNING WITH RWGPS

Come in person to the Ridgewood Library or join us virtually via Google Meet.

We will host a Route Planning webinar presented by Dylan from Ride with GPS, where we'll walk
through how to create better club routes using the Ride with GPS Route Planner. We'll start with
core route planning fundamentals before moving into more advanced planning and editing tools,
making this a great fit for folks of all abilities and comfort levels—including experienced route
creators who should still pick up a few useful tips. The session includes a one-hour presentation
followed by a 15-minute live Q&A.

Did you know BTCNJ members get a free RWGPS membership at the basic level and a discount on
the premium level?

You must register to attend by submitting your information at:

https://calendly.com/ride-with-gps111/ride-with-gps-meets-the-btcnj


https://www.google.com/maps/dir//125+N+Maple+Ave,+Ridgewood,+NJ+07450/@40.9815735,-74.1110347,17z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c2e4babf66a3c5:0x936cb3f4e5ac0d52!2m2!1d-74.1110347!2d40.9815735!3e0?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//125+N+Maple+Ave,+Ridgewood,+NJ+07450/@40.9815735,-74.1110347,17z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c2e4babf66a3c5:0x936cb3f4e5ac0d52!2m2!1d-74.1110347!2d40.9815735!3e0?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//125+N+Maple+Ave,+Ridgewood,+NJ+07450/@40.9815735,-74.1110347,17z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c2e4babf66a3c5:0x936cb3f4e5ac0d52!2m2!1d-74.1110347!2d40.9815735!3e0?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//125+N+Maple+Ave,+Ridgewood,+NJ+07450/@40.9815735,-74.1110347,17z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c2e4babf66a3c5:0x936cb3f4e5ac0d52!2m2!1d-74.1110347!2d40.9815735!3e0?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//125+N+Maple+Ave,+Ridgewood,+NJ+07450/@40.9815735,-74.1110347,17z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c2e4babf66a3c5:0x936cb3f4e5ac0d52!2m2!1d-74.1110347!2d40.9815735!3e0?entry=ttu
https://calendly.com/ride-with-gps111/ride-with-gps-meets-the-btcnj

New Ways to Connect: Beyond the Bike—Now on WhatsApp

Our community doesn’t stop when the bikes are in the garage! We've launched a new WhatsApp
Group as an informal, social space for members to connect beyond rides. This is not an official
BTCN]J program, does not fall under the bike club, and activities shared there are not
sponsored or insured by BTCNJ—but it does grow out of the same spirit that makes this club so
special.
Current Sub-Groups
* Hiking
Side quests for cyclists who like dirt, views, and good conversation.
Think local hikes, weekend adventures, and moving at a talk-friendly pace—perfect for
exploring, connecting, and soaking it all in.
e Skiing & Snowboarding
Side quests for cyclists who trade climbs for chairlifts.

Ski days, board days, road trips north, and plenty of lodge laughs—equal parts adventure
and apres conversation, whether you're carving hard or cruising comfortably.

More to come if there is interest.

These groups are all about staying active, social, and connected—especially in the
off-season—while continuing the camaraderie we love.

A Few Important Notes (the fine print, but friendly):

+ These are social gatherings, not BTCN]J rides or official club activities.

+ Events shared here are not sponsored, organized, or insured by BTCNJ and do not count
toward points.

« Participation is voluntary and at your own risk.

+  While informal, all participants are expected to uphold the same community standards,
respect, and inclusivity that define BTCNJ.

Tap the image above to join the Beyond the Bike WhatsApp group and find fellow members
to hike, ski, or explore with!

Think of this as an extension of our amazing community—same great people, new ways to show
up for each other. If you've been looking for more ways to connect, laugh, move, and enjoy the
outdoors together, this might be just your thing. Especially now, when your bike is hibernating and
your couch is dangerously cozy!


https://chat.whatsapp.com/HNjpVWcnsi8AaqJmhuk9lx

VOLUNTEER OF
THE MONTH

by Sharon Hurwich

Linda is being honored for her decades-long support of BTCNJ, and especially for organizing 20
years of weekend Memorial Day trips to The Landgrove Inn, near Manchester, VI. The VOM
award is for bike club activities, but for Linda, cycling is the result of her love of skiing. Linda
started skiing in her late 20's at Stratton Mountain, and is still skiing, now in Colorado, Chile,
France, and every once in a while, in Vermont. Many years ago, at a weekend social event, Linda
spotted a fellow attendee wearing a baseball cap from Park City, home to a great ski resort. The
guest turned out to be Mike Optekar, a long time BTCNJ member. Mike’s enthusiasm for bike riding
encouraged Linda to start riding. Linda joined BTCNJ, riding her hybrid to start, eventually
switching to a road bike, and has been an active club member ever since.

The first Memorial Day weekend trip in 2005 was based at a motel in Manchester, VT. Linda and
her good friend, the late Diana Shikiar, discovered The Landgrove Inn while exploring the area. The
following Memorial Day weekend, a dinner was held at the Inn. Participants on the trip then voted
to move the base of the trip to the Inn even though all the ride starts would have to be remote.
Twenty one years later (after a break in 2020 due to COVID), the Memorial Day weekend is still at
The Landgrove Inn (now renamed The Landgrove, with an updated web site, by its new owners).

Linda was raised in Morristown, NJ, graduated from the University of Pennsylvania, and spent her
career in NYC in marketing and branding before retiring a few years ago. She lived in Fort Lee for
about 30 years. Along the way, Linda enjoyed many BTCN]) weekend tours and trips to Europe. She
took on many roles in the club: rest stop coordinator and overall co-coordinator of the Ramapo
Rally, co-founder of the merchandise committee, co-leader of the Amagansett weekend (before
the DeMair family took it over), special events coordinator, club vice president, and then president
for two years. Together, Linda and Diana created many non-bike related activities for BTCNJ,
including a book club, bike and ski equipment swap, and a dining club.



VOLUNTEER OF
THE MONTH

Skiing has continued to be one of Linda’s
passions. In 2017, on a summer ski trip to
Chile, she met her partner, Jeff Berger,
who is also an avid skier (and golfer).
During the early phases of the pandemic,
Linda and Jeff relocated to Colorado,
where they could ski and Linda could work
remotely. Their temporary relocation has
turned into a permanent one. Linda and
Jeff now live in Edwards, Colorado, near
the Vail ski resort, and enjoy many “blue
bird” days of skiing with blue skies and lots
of great, non-icy snow. Linda arranges the
BTCNJ Memorial Day weekend trip from
Colorado, and flies east to enjoy the
weekend with her bike club pals.

Linda told me, “One of the reasons | have
continued to run the Vermont weekend
for 20 years is that | was always so
appreciative of the wonderful tours that
other club members put together year
after year. | was fortunate enough to be
able to participate in 13 of Ethan Brook
and Barbara Augenblick's European tours
as well as many domestic tours organized
by Club members.” Thank you, Linda, for
your continued service to BTCNJ over
many years. We look forward to seeing
you in May!

Portillo, Chile

Linda with Mikaela Shiffrin
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Tour season is officially underway! Some tours are already open for registration, with
more on the way. All BTCN]J tours — including dates, details, and sign-up information — is
available on BTCNJ.com.

MasterLin




Hey all you gravel grinders out there, come join our clup's TIrst dedicated gravel weekend In
beautiful New Paltz, New York! For those that haven't visited before, New Paltz is a small oasis
situated just off of I-87, and boasts a collection of excellent restaurants and bars, an eclectic mix
of shops, and a blend of cultural roots that starts with the 60’s hippie vibe (Woodstock is nearby)
then fuses in the culture of hardcore rock-climbing and ends with a college-town feel.

Pics of the Area: https://photos.app.goo.gl/zAERTBggehzg1RcX8
Gravel Riding Possibilities

Gravel is abundant here! We can start with the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail, a 22-mile-long trail passing
through town that boasts an incredible view from the resurfaced Rosendale Trestle.

For a much shorter, though still scenic route, there's OSI's River-to-Ridge trail that starts right as
you head west over the Wallkill River towards Mohonk.In fact, we can access Mohonk Preserve via
this same trail. And Mohonk has an abundance of gravel routes, but also a $20 daily access
fee.There's also the Ashokan Rail Trail, up near Woodstock.

But probably the best gravel-worthy reason to visit New Paltz is to ride through Minnewaska State
Park, which is only about a 20-minute drive away. It offers a collection of gravel carriage roads
winding through a huge mountainous park, sporting spectacular mountain-top views.

Lodging (Check-In on Thursday, May 21, 2026)

We'll be staying 4 nights at America’s Best Value Inn, New Paltz. Ok, no elevators, but they do have
their own laundry room. And breakfast is included in the price. If anyone seeks additional
breakfast items, there’s a ShopRite nearby, and we will have fridges in our rooms.

Happy Hours

We'll have Happy Hours on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. The first two will be at popular pubs in
town, from which we can walk to most restaurants. The last one will be held at the Hotel.

Joining The Tour:

Please send an email with Title, “New Paltz Gravel” to Lou Schleifer, at lou185bw@gmail.com.
Specify your roommate (if known), that you're seeking a roommate, or you want a single room.

After | receive your email, | will respond with details about the trip, including instructions to make
a payment (to me) and how to make a room reservation (with the Hotel). Highlights below.

Payment for Happy Hours:$65 per person, paid to Lou Schleifer (payee details to follow).
Hotel Cost: $380 per person (including taxes), assuming 4 nights with double occupancy.
Payment for Hotel: To be made directly to the hotel, on final day of Tour, during Check-Out.

Hotel Group Reservation Code: | will include this in my email to all riders upon signup.


https://photos.app.goo.gl/zAERTBgqehzq1RcX8

T(]UR TAI_K New Paltz Gravel: May 21 -

May 25, 2026 (4 Nights)

Suggested Deadline for Reserving Your Room: Monday, March 9, 2026.

Insight #1: There is no “block of rooms” reserved for our group. It's first-come, first-served. So,
please don't wait until the end of March to reserve a room, because it will probably be too late!

Insight #2: Because of the prior point, each single rider is encouraged to make their own
reservation. Having too many reservations upon check-in is no problem whatsoever; we can
cancel those we don't require, without penalty. But if we have parties trying to reserve rooms too
late into Spring, when none are left to reserve, we will benefit from having extra reservations.
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TOUR TALK  Pioneer Valley Tour
Ly

Pioneer Valley Tour, Hadley, MA. August 21-23, 2026 (C Riders and Above)

The Pioneer Valley in Massachusetts offers some of the best bicycling anywhere within a
half-day's drive. The area is known for its country roads, pastoral scenery, five colleges (UMass
Ambherst, Amherst, Mount Holyoke, Smith, and Hampshire), the Deerfield historic colony,
Northampton with its quirky shops, excellent restaurants, and a network of many miles of bicycle
trails, including the renowned Norwottuck Rail Trail. The Valley’'s gentle terrain is great for more
casual riding, but the area also offers some more challenging terrain for those so inclined. More
than a dozen different routes, including (as usual) some new ones, from 15 to 70 miles are
available.

In addition to the Smith College Botanic Gardens, the tour area is replete with museums,
including the Emily Dickinson Museum, the Mead Art Museum and the Benski Museum of
Natural History at Amherst College, the UMass Museum of Contemporary Art, the Museum of
Picture Book Art, and the Smith College Museum of Art. Not too far away (perhaps on your drive
to or from Hadley) are the Mark Twain House and Museum in Hartford, CT, the Dr. Seuss
Museum and the Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, MA, and the Volleyball Hall of Fame in
Holyoke, MA. Our weekend will be based out of Hadley, Massachusetts, about 2 hours and 45
minutes by car from Bergen County. We will have rides Friday afternoon, Saturday and Sunday
morning.

In addition, we'll be repeating the feeder ride on Friday from Milldale, CT on the Farmington
Canal Heritage Trail, which several tour participants did last year and found enjoyable. (This ride
will be posted separately on the BTCNJ website for participants on the Pioneer Valley Tour who
are interested.)



TOUR TALK  Pioneer Valley Tour

The trip cost is $330 per person, double occupancy. The price includes a wine and cheese
reception Friday and a group dinner Saturday. The hotel includes breakfasts.

The trip is limited to 40 persons. A few rooms will be reserved for club members that haven't been
on a multi-day tour before. We will maintain a wait-list; wait-list priority will be based on
individuals/volunteer contributions to BTCN].

Tour registration will be open from Tuesday, March 10 at 6:00 pm through Thursday, March 12 at
6:00 pm. To register, send an email to Joan Brickman at joanbbiking@gmail.com. Tour slots will be
filled by a lottery system. If you have never been on a BTCNJ tour, please state that in your email. If
you have a person with whom you would like to room, please also state that in your email. Note
that if you register by yourself and we can't find you a roommate by August 1, we will cancel your
reservation and refund your trip cost. Send in your payment within a week after receiving a notice
from Joan that you are on the trip. Make your payment of $330 per person either by check or Zelle
to Joan Brickman, 38A Lexington Lane, West Milford, NJ 07480. No refunds after August 1 unless
we can fill your space. For more information, you can email Don or Joanie.

Don Schlenger

Joanie Brickman
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Amagansett, September 25-27, 2026
All categories of riders. $295.

The eastern end of Long Island beckons members
of BTCN] again. One of the fabulous ride
weekends offered through our club . . .a weekend
of great cycling shared with long-time cycling
friends and welcomed newcomers. The Ocean
Vista Resort in Amagansett, a “right on the
ocean” resort with immediate beach access, is our
weekend home. Each room has private bath,
refrigerator, & kitchen items including coffee
maker.

Riding terrain is mostly flat, with different routes
to satisfy every riding level. Choose from 16 rides
with distances from 12 miles to 107 miles.

All inclusive in the weekend are two continental
breakfasts, and meet and greet Friday
Hospitality hour and Saturday Hospitality Hour
at our motel. Dinner location will be catered at
the motel as in the past two years. Guests will be
served three courses which include a salad,
choice of salmon or chicken entrée or both,
Penne with Vodka sauce and vegetables, dessert,
coffee, and tea. Vegan option available. All this is
included in the weekend rate, based on double
occupancy. There will be no credit given for those
opting out of the provided dinner to eat on their
own.

Extra motel nights on either end of the weekend
will be available at the discount rate of $110.00
per room per night.

Registration opens at 8:00pm on April 6, 2026.
Please use email below in lieu of mailing
through BTCNJ website. Mail through website
does not always go through. Registration will
be open for 48 hours. If the number of
registrants exceeds the number of rooms
available, a lottery will be held. You will be
notified in May if a spot for you is reserved.

If notified that a spot is reserved for you then
please send a check for $295.00 per person
double occupancy (made out to Robert
DeMair), along with your name(s), address,
phone number, and your e-mail address to:

Robert DeMair
10 Blackfoot Trail
Oakland, NJ 07436
Venmo also accepted: @Robert-DeMair

Cancellations after September 1, 2026 will
forfeit payment for the lodging part of the
weekend unless room can be occupied by
another attendee. Reimbursement for Saturday
dinner, cocktail hours, and breakfast will be
honored.

For any questions, please contact Robert DeMair
at: robertdemair@gmail.com or cell phone#

201-248-9503. Email preferred if possible.
MasterLink 17




October 3-11, 2026

There are cycling trips that are memorable—and then there are trips that feel timeless. BTCNJ's
Cape Cod - Martha's Vineyard - Boston Loop belongs firmly in the latter category. This nine-day,
eight-night adventure delivers everything New England cycling does best: quiet rail trails, historic
seaside towns, windswept dunes, ferry crossings, and just enough rolling terrain to keep things
interesting.

Beginning and ending in New Bedford, Massachusetts, the tour forms a clean, elegant loop that
simplifies logistics while offering a richly varied riding experience. Cooler fall temperatures, fewer
crowds, and coastal light make October an ideal time to explore Cape Cod by bike.

Daily Riding Descriptions
1. Saturday, Oct 3 - Travel Day

Participants travel to New Bedford, Massachusetts, arriving in time to settle in and prepare for the
week of riding ahead. We will have a happy hour and orientation around 5pm.

2. Sunday, Oct 4 - New Bedford to Falmouth (44.7 miles / 1,600 ft)

The tour begins with a scenic coastal ride along Buzzards Bay, passing through classic harbor
towns and seaside roads en route to Falmouth.

3. Monday, Oct 5 - Martha’s Vineyard or Nantucket (42.3 miles / 1,100 ft)

A ferry ride delivers cyclists to Martha's Vineyard, or optionally Nantucket, for a relaxed island loop
featuring beaches, rolling terrain, lighthouses, and charming villages.

4, Tuesday, Oct 6 - Falmouth to Hyannis (42.2 miles / 1,500 ft)

Riders follow rail trails and quiet back roads through pine forests and salt marshes, finishing in the
lively harbor town of Hyannis.

5. Wednesday, Oct 7 - Hyannis to Provincetown (52.1 miles / 2,100 ft)

This classic Outer Cape ride features expanding ocean views, dunes, and open coastline before a
dramatic arrival in Provincetown.

6. Thursday, Oct 8 - Provincetown Rest Day (Optional 11.3 miles / 510 ft)

continued
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TUUR TAI.K A Classic New England Ride:

BTCNJ's Cape Cod - Martha’s
Vineyard - Boston Tour

A scheduled rest day allows riders to explore Provincetown’s beaches, galleries, and cafés, with an
optional short coastal ride for those who want to spin their legs.

7. Friday, Oct 9 - Ferry to Boston & Ride to Plymouth (54.1 miles / 1,900 ft)

Cyclists ferry into Boston Harbor, then ride south along historic coastal towns and waterfront
roads to Plymouth.

8. Saturday, Oct 10 - Plymouth to New Bedford (44.3 miles / 1,900 ft)

The final riding day completes the loop with a scenic journey through coastal villages and rolling
terrain back to New Bedford.

9. Sunday, Oct 11 - Return Home

After breakfast, participants return to wherever they call home following a full week of classic
New England cycling.

Comfort, Support, and Club Camaraderie

Riders stay at comfortable, bike-friendly national-brand hotels, many with included breakfast.
Most evenings feature a casual happy hour, along with a sandwich and snack station to prepare
lunches for the next day’s ride. The tour is fully supported with a luggage truck and on-route SAG
assistance.

Cost & Registration

The estimated cost of the tour is no more than $1,300 per person (double occupancy; ferry costs
and dinners not included). Participants accepted into the tour must submit a $500 deposit. Space
is limited, and interest is expected to be strong.

Registration opens February 15, 2026 at 8PM (for 48 hours) by emailing Rich Brookler
(rbrookler@yahoo.com) of your request to sign up for the tour. If registrations exceed capacity,
spots will be allocated via a lottery. Participants accepted into the tour must submit a $500
deposit by March 1, 2026 (details to follow).

Cancellation policy and other details are posted on BTCNJ's website.

For more information, contact:
Rich Brookler - rbrookler@yahoo.com
Debbie Ungerleider - dlynunger@yahoo.com

MasterLink 19



bte

SAFETY

TIP OF THE MONTH

On January 19, then Governor Murphy signed into law a new regulation involving e-bikes. It includes
some significant changes for our members who ride e-bikes. This article will focus only on those
regulations covering low speed individually owned e-bikes, since there are some exceptions for rental
bikes. Low speed e-bikes are the only types permitted by BTCN]. The full legislation can be reviewed
online.

This legislation matters because it affects where members may legally ride, and the documentation
required when participating in club rides with a low speed e-bike. These changes to registration, licensing,
and insurance requirements may expose e-bike riders to citations or liability simply for participating in a
club ride if they do not comply with the law. This regulation may unfortunately discourage low speed
e-bike riders from participating, particularly while the NJ Motor Vehicle Commission and insurance
industry in NJ play catch up with the new requirements.

Per the regulation, a low speed electric bicycle is a two-wheeled vehicle with fully operable pedals and an
electric motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to provide
assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour.

The highlights of this law pertaining to low speed e-bikes include the following:

+ The operator shall be required to register the low-speed e-bike and have a driver’s license to
operate it.

+ Both license and proof of insurance must be in the operator’s possession when riding an e-bike
with the motor engaged on any publicly maintained road.

+ Any law enforcement officer investigating an accident which includes an e- bike, shall to report the
accident to the NJ Motor Vehicle Commission.

*  No oneis allowed to tamper with or modify an e-bike to change the motor-powered speed
capability.

* New e-bikes will need a prominently fixed label indicating their top speed and motor wattage in 9
point Arial font.

+ Unless otherwise permitted, an electric bicycle shall not be operated on a trail designated for
non-motorized traffic if the trail has a natural, unpaved surface.

*  However, low speed e-bikes are allowed, unless locally restricted, in bike lanes.

+ No one shall operate an e-bike from dusk to dawn without a reflector installed on the bicycle.

+  No one under 15 years of age is allowed to operate an e-bike.

* Noone 17 or older shall be allowed to operate a e-bike unless they have a valid basic driver’s
license or permit.

* No one 15 years of age or older but less than 17 is allowed to operate a low-speed electric bicycle
unless the person has a valid motorized bicycle license or permit.

Since this news is very new to all of us, we will keep everyone informed as this law is implemented
throughout the state.In the meantime, we ask every low speed e-bike rider to become compliant with this
new regulation.

https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562026/approved/20260119a.shtml
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/S5000/4834_R1a.PDF MasterLink 20
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DID YOU KNOW?
ZWIFT RIDES COUNT TOO!

Did you know that BTCN]J ride leaders can post
Zwift rides as official Club activities? Yup! When
the roads get icy and the daylight disappears,
you can still lead your crew — virtually. Zwift
rides are allowed December through March,
giving everyone a fun way to stay connected
(and stay warm).

If you want to give it a try, all the step-by-step
instructions are waiting for you on the Club
website in the Documents section. Fire up the
smart trainer and keep those pedals turning all
winter long!



https://www.google.com/maps/dir//125+N+Maple+Ave,+Ridgewood,+NJ+07450/@40.9815735,-74.1110347,17z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c2e4babf66a3c5:0x936cb3f4e5ac0d52!2m2!1d-74.1110347!2d40.9815735!3e0?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//125+N+Maple+Ave,+Ridgewood,+NJ+07450/@40.9815735,-74.1110347,17z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c2e4babf66a3c5:0x936cb3f4e5ac0d52!2m2!1d-74.1110347!2d40.9815735!3e0?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//125+N+Maple+Ave,+Ridgewood,+NJ+07450/@40.9815735,-74.1110347,17z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c2e4babf66a3c5:0x936cb3f4e5ac0d52!2m2!1d-74.1110347!2d40.9815735!3e0?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//125+N+Maple+Ave,+Ridgewood,+NJ+07450/@40.9815735,-74.1110347,17z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c2e4babf66a3c5:0x936cb3f4e5ac0d52!2m2!1d-74.1110347!2d40.9815735!3e0?entry=ttu

BTCNJ 2025 MEMBER MILEAGE




BTCNJ 2025 MEMBER MILEAGE




BTCNJ 2025 MEMBER MILEAGE

Congratulations on Your Achievements!

Wishing all Club Members a Safe 2026.




BTCN] Executive Committee Monthly Meeting
Date: January 5, 2026

The meeting was held via Zoom. The meeting was called to order by President Olivia Sharp at 7:00
PM

Present:

Olivia Sharp, President

David Goldstein, Outgoing President
Avrin Slatkin, Vice President

Joyce Haddad, Secretary

Len Ruvolo, Treasurer

Lou Schleifer, Tours

Sharon Hurwich, Publicity

Marc Soloff, Special Events

Janine Cheresnick, Outgoing Special Events
Anastasia Conlon, Advocacy & Safety
Keith Schlanger, Rides Captain
Chuck White, Rally Chair

Regina Bueno, Membership Chair
Robert DeMair, MasterLink Editor
David Pawlyk, WebMaster

Rides Captain: Jersey Design and Rides Report

Keith opened the discussion regarding two jersey designs: a sleek jersey (C2) and Lori's jersey (the
Wave). While C2 was the most popular choice among riders, Keith expressed concerns about the
colors and was working to improve the design. The team aimed to finalize the designs and place
orders with Pactimo by January 23rd to potentially have the jerseys ready for the March meeting.
Keith will reach out to Alex to update the coloring of the second design to make it more cohesive
with the Lori jersey. They agreed to include jersey information in the February Master Link.

Keith shared that the ride goals for the year were set at 2,000 rides. There were 1,804 closed rides
in 2025 which was slightly less (11%) most probably due to the colder temperatures. The posting
of rides was down 9%. He is setting a goal of 2000 rides for 2026. Keith will try to see what
motivates Ride Leaders to post more rides and noted that they need to improve A* and A category
rides.



Special Events: Bike Prom Logistics and Planning

Janine Cheresnick reported the number of attendees that have signed up for the bike prom
stating that we are very close to the minimum but significantly short from last year’s total
attendance. Sharon offered to post reminders on Facebook to encourage more sign-ups. Janine
discussed the current fundraising total of $450 for the band and plans for a tricky tray raffle to
raise additional funds. The group agreed to offer 3 foot massagers and 2 back massagers as raffle
items, with tickets to be sold separately from door prizes. They also decided to exclude board
members from winning the raffle prizes, but can include their spouses. Olivia and Regina offered
to reach out to additional potential attendees to increase party participation. The group decided
to create a Cluster folder with a QR code for people to upload photos at the anniversary party.

Treasurer Report: BTCNJ Donations

Len Ruvolo presented a spreadsheet itemizing donations for each of the past 7 years. This
included a list of proposed year-end 2025 donations totaling $5,000 to be made to the following
cycling-related organizations, which the Board accepted:

NJ Bike and Walk Coalition $1,000
DQ Bike Giveaway $500
Girls in Gear $1,000
Cycle Kids $1,000

9/11 National Memorial Trail Association  $500

League of American Bicyclists $1,000

This will leave the club with net income of $1,000 for the year and liquid assets of $114,000. The
comparable numbers for 2024 were a net loss of $2,000 and liquid assets of $113,000.

Club Meetings and Social Activities

Avrin Slatkin discussed meeting plans and coordination of refreshments for upcoming meetings.
The Year in Review will take place on February 12 at the library. Chuck Solomon will present the
best photos and associated awards at the end of the meeting. The board agreed to hold a
presentation by Ride with GPS on March 12th at 7:00 PM, deciding to offer both in-person and
virtual attendance options. Avrin will coordinate with Joyce for February's meeting and reach out
to friends for future meeting refreshment needs. A happy hour at Miller’s is planned for April.
There was discussion of the possibility of a July ice cream social and a potential 250th anniversary
of the 4th of July with a club-wide ride to celebrate..
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Membership: Growth Strategy Discussion

The board discussed strategies to increase club membership, including creating postcards with a
QR code for bike shops and gyms, and planning press releases for March through May. Regina
Bueno proposed a refer-a-member program with swag rewards, and the group explored adding
fields to the membership form to track how members hear about the club and their
demographics. David Pawlyk suggested implementing multiple-choice options for referral
sources and collecting age data for statistical purposes, noting that some members may be
hesitant to share this information.

The group agreed to add a one-choice option for new members to specify their recruitment
source, which will help track where new members are coming from. Regina shared Marc Soloff’s
suggestion from years ago about offering free trial memberships to bike shop customers, which
the group supported.

Advocacy and Safety/ Tours/Volunteer of the Month:

Anastasia Conlon reported low response rates to a survey about dangerous roads and suggested
resending it in April or May when riding season begins. The group also discussed the upcoming
MasterLink issue, including the Volunteer of the Month candidate. Lou Schleifer is working on a
description for his gravel tour that needs to be shortened to fit the publication's length
requirements.

Club Communications and Event Planning:

The group discussed several key topics related to club communications and events. They agreed
to use the "notes" feature in members' My Account pages to remind people about important
deadlines and events, particularly for the upcoming anniversary party and mileage reporting.
They also discussed using social media more effectively to promote events, with Marc Soloff
suggesting they could update the Facebook banner with event information.

WhatsApp Groups for Winter Activities

Olivia Sharp brought up the idea of creating a WhatsApp group for club members to organize
group winter activities like hiking and skiing. These groups would be composed of members who
are looking for activities other than cycling when it's too cold to cycle outside. Olivia proposed
setting up two initial groups and making the WhatsApp link available through the MasterLink,
with other members able to join and organize meetups independently.These groups are separate
from BTCN]J led activities and to be used solely for those special interests. Olivia will draft a
write-up for the Master Link.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 by Olivia Sharp
Respectfully Submitted,
Joyce Haddad, Secretary
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